
QUOTATION

H. L. MENCKEN ON THE SHAPING OF AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR1

He was the best dog-trainer for miles around, and could transfer even the sorri-
est mutt into a competent ratter. For this purpose he liked to have them young;
indeed, he preferred to begin on them as soon as their eyes were open. At that age,
of course, they were no match for actual rats, and even the more active sort of mice
had the edge on them. To equalize the odds, Hoggie would catch infant rats in a
trap, pull their teeth with a pair of pliers, and then throw them into a barrel with
a couple of his pupils. As the latter gained in strength and technique, he would
test them with rats of gradually larger growth, retaining at first one tooth each,
and then two, and then four or five, and finally a whole set, upper and lower.
Now and then a freshman was badly mauled in these exercises, but Hoggie did
not despair, for he knew that any sort of educational process was bound to be
painful, and he preferred the hard way for dogs as for men. His graduates were
all recognized virtuosi. One day he let me go along as he took one to a hay-and-
feed warehouse for a final examination. The candidate was only a spindly black-
and tan, but within three minutes by the watch he had unearthed, run down and
killed a whole bucket of rats, some of them of the fearsome sewer variety, with
fangs two inches long.

From Mencken, H. L. Heathen Days. New York: A. A. Knopf, 1943, pp. 7-8.
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