QUOTATION
LEVI-STRAUSS ON THE ORIGIN OF SOCIAL CONSTRAINTS

As affectivity is the most obscure side of man, there has been the constant
temptation to resort to it, forgetting that what is refractory to explanation is ipso
facto unsuitable for use in explanation. A datum is not primary because it is
incomprehensible: This characteristic indicates solely that an explanation, if it
exists, must be sought on another level. Otherwise, we shall be satisfied to attach
another label to the problem, thus believing it to have been solved. . ..

Contrary to what Freud maintained, social constraints, whether positive or
negative, cannot be explained, either in their origin or in their persistence, as
the effects of impulses or emotions which appear again and again, with the same
characteristics and during the course of centuries and millennia, in different
individuals. For if the recurrence of the sentiments explained the persistence of
customs, the origin of the customs ought to coincide with the origin of the
appearance of the sentiments. . ..

We do not know, and never shall know, anything about the first origin of
beliefs and customs the roots of which plunge into a distant past; but, as far as
the present is concerned, it is certain that the social behaviour is not produced
spontaneously by each individual, under the influence of emotions of the mo-
ment. Men do not act, as members of a group, in accordance with what each
feels as an individual; each man feels as a function of the way in which he is
permitted or obliged to act. Customs are given as external norms before giving
rise to internal sentiments, and these non-sentient norms determine the senti-
ments of individuals as well as the circumstances in which they may, or must, be
displayed.
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