QUOTATION
KISSINGER ON PRISONER’S DILEMMA IN EUROPEAN DIPLOMACY

For Richelieu’s concept of raison d’état had no built-in limitations. How far
would one go before the interests of the state were deemed satisfied? How many
wars were needed to achieve security? Wilsonian idealism, proclaiming a selfless
policy, is possessed of the constant danger of neglecting the interests of the
state; Richelieu’s raison d’état threatens self-destructive tours de force. That is what
happened to France after Louis XIV assumed the throne. Richelieu had be-
queathed to the French kings a preponderantly strong state with a weak and
divided Germany and a decadent Spain on its borders. But Louis XIV gained
no peace of mind from security; he saw in it an opportunity for conquest. In
his overzealous pursuit of raison détat, Louis XIV alarmed the rest of Europe
and brought together an anti-French coalition which, in the end, thwarted his
design.

Nevertheless, for 200 years after Richelieu, France was the most influential
country in Europe, and has remained a major factor in international politics to
this day. Few statesmen of any country can claim an equal achievement. Still,
Richelieu’s greatest successes occurred when he was the only statesman to jet-
tison the moral and religious restraints of the medieval period. Inevitably, Riche-
lieu’s successors inherited the task of managing a system in which most states
were operating from his premises. Thereby, France lost the advantage of having
adversaries constrained by moral considerations, as Ferdinand had been in the
time of Richelieu. Once all states played by the same rules, gains became much
more difficult to achieve. For all the glory raison d’état brought to France, it
amounted to a treadmill, a never-ending effort to push France’s boundaries
outward, to become the arbiter of the conflicts among the German states and
thereby to dominate Central Europe until France was drained by the effort and
progressively lost the ability to shape Europe according to its design.
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